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Sound Segments  

• Knowing a language includes knowing the sounds of that language  

• Phonetics is the study of speech sounds  

• We are able to segment a continuous stream of speech into distinct parts and 

recognize the parts in other words  

• Everyone who knows a language knows how to segment sentences into words and 

words into sounds 

Identity of Speech Sounds  

• The science of phonetics aims to describe all the sounds of all the world’s  

– Acoustic phonetics: focuses on the physical properties of the sounds of language 

 – Auditory phonetics: focuses on how listeners perceive the sounds of language  

– Articulatory phonetics: focuses on how the vocal tract produces the sounds of 

language 
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