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Values of Teaching Social
Studies

C?/er_lerally. after the listing of knowledge and skills,
educ Onists continue by identifying the values of people in a free
society. This is the log Y in which most social studies
edu_cators .have been caught. They assume that all citizens of a free
society w1ll- evolve on the same set of values, regardless of their
diverse social backgrounds and differing economic status. In the
past, the problem encountered in social studies has been so broad,

That gener.al objectives which have been stated could not be
developed in the microcosm of the classroom. These values have
been highly idealize

d and stated as fixed values which describe a
static rather than a dynamic society.

ical fallac

The current trend is to see pluralistic values which are
developed in the process of obtaining wants and needs. Currently,

values are viewed as being fluid, differing among social classes and
institutions. Values, indeed, determine behaviour. Values and
attitudes are a result of man's knowledge and experience, interpreted
in terms of successful acquisition of wants and needs. Some of the
values of teaching social studies are stated below.

i) 12
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Methods of Teaching Socia) S 7
t

40 ‘dl&
_— - 11 as a sense of belone;
-finite part to play as We : Nging, A
?:::-g'asinpgly identify h'lmself with the work ang ]l;l:em“!l
achievements and aspirations of the community. He myg, di" the
his own role and the special contribution he has to make o COVey
will find life satisfying and work self-rewarding and a méansof vhe
realization. self. l
iv) Helps in a Clear Understanding of Democracy 3

A special value of learning social studies is to spreaq %lcd!
understanding of democracy and to secure the whole hane
acceptance of the values on which it is based. The fact that moda..
democratic institutions and ideals are so different from the m’ i
political patterns of our past, make it necessary to teach democrari.
values directly rather than incidentally in the course of otherm
What are the democratic values? First of all, we say tha
individual human spirit is of supreme worth and every h
personality is worthy of respect and deserves the ful
development, whatever the individuals station in life. Secondly
democracy manages its affairs by means of liberal institutions g
procedures based on discussion, agreement, tolerance and the
law. Thirdly, there is the ideal of the territorial community,
national. While cultural self-expression of various groups
the national life, citizens must cease to think in political n
terms of religious or linguistic or other social groups; poli
should flow to individual citizens along the channel of a

1.1

-
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