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                                                                        UNIT 9 

                                        Supporting Devices of social science teaching 

9.1Field Trip or Excursion 

Social Science teaching should not be confined to the four walls of the classroom. 

Along with classroom teaching, students should be given good opportunities to go 

out on short and long field trips or excursions to study geographical facts and 

historical events in their natural settings and surroundings. Thus excursions must 

form an essential part of Social Science teaching programme from the very 

beginning. According to E.A. Mcnee, ‘‘It is essential that the foundations of 

geographical knowledge shall be laid down in the field. No amount of reading 

from books can make up for a practical knowledge gained by looking at the earth 

which the child is studying. It follow that from the very early stages, expeditions 

should form part of the geography course.’’ 

Field trips can be of 3 types  

1) Local trips  

Local trips are very short trips to convenient places in the village or city near the 

school for one or a few lesson periods. on these occations the students will study 

their surroundings and collect first-hand knowledge and information about various 

geographical phenomena and historical places. Like local agricultural or industrial 

products, local market, transport system, etc. On the leasis of such knowledge, the 

geography teacher can give an instructive lesson on local geographical features. 

The purpose of such trips is neither recreation nor teaching about the locality of the 

school. The main aim is to give reality to teaching of geography and to make 

difficult ideas simple by referring to concreat, known ideas, and focus. 

2) Communication or neighbourhood trips  

Such trips occupy half or full day's duration and therefore may be arranged either 

on saturday afternoon or on Sundays or on some other holiday. Such excursions 

may include a visit to a hilly area or to a riverside, or a factory or mine or port etc. 

on such trips, students are encouraged to observe, study and investigate the 

geographical items and Historical places by themselves and ask as many questions 

as they may desire to remove their doubts. They will get first-hand knoledge about 
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things like, nature of soil, climate, irrigation facilities, transport, production 

imports and exports etc. Besides providing useful knowledge such trips also 

provide recreation. 

3) Tours or Excursions  

For secondary and higher secondary students, geographical and historical 

excursions lasting for several days, may be arranged profitably. Adequate 

preparation must be taken both by the teacher and the students for excursion. These 

require careful planning, organization and execution. It is advisable that the teacher 

himself pays a visit to the place of excursion before-hand and makes a list of 

objects to be observed by the students. 

He should also make necessary arrangements for lodging, boarding and 

conveyance to the place to be visited. While on excursion, students should be 

divided into a few groups. Each group may be asked to describe a particular aspect 

of geographical phenomenon. This will enable students to acquire knowledge 

independently as well as in a group. 

Advantages 

1) It provides direct learning experiences. 

2) It satisfies the natual urge of the students. 

3) It provides practical social training. 

4) It broadens the outlook of the students. 

5) It helps to create interest in the subject 

Limitations 

1) It is time and money consuming. 

2) There is a general lack of parents cooperation. 

3) Lack of initiative and resourcefulness among many teachers. 

4) Lack of proper organisation and guidance. 
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5) It is not a complete method and is not applicable for all contents in the syllabus. 

 

2. INTRODUCTION                 social science laboratory 

 ● The social science laboratory should be planned and organized in such a way 

not only for the purpose of furnishing motives and objectives to the social sciences.  

● It is then the teacher’s duty to help discover abilities in the individual children 

and to direct them in the choice of study that will develop these abilities. 

 ● A social science laboratory should serve the purpose of a library , workshop, 

classroom , a stock room , a student’s club etc. 

3. The Need and Importance of a Social Science Laboratory 

 ● Providing ‘home their own’ to teachers for developing enthusiasm for the 

subject.  

● Creating and maintaining an effective teaching-learning environment 

. ● proving a quick and ready functional environment by making available 

workroom for the students. 

 ● Introducing variety in teaching methods and facility aids readily and 

conveniently. ● Saving energy and time in carrying around equipment such as 

charts, maps , models , pictures and projectors 

4. ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS OF A SOCIAL SCIENCE LABORATORY 

 ● Selection of a proper site 

 ● Proper infrastructure 

 ● Seating arrangement  

● Utilisation of room 

 ● Proper arrangement for the procurement, placement, upkeep and utilization of 

the material  

● Procurement of reading materials 
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 ● Construct committees comprising colleagues 

5. Equipment of a Social Science Laboratory 

 ● Maps 

 ● Globe 

s ● Timelines 

 ● Models  

● Charts 

 ● Slide Album  

● Flags  

● Goods  

● Agricultural Products 

 ● Minerals  

● Meteorological Instruments 

 ● Survey Instruments  

● Audio-Visual Aids  

● Reference Book 

 ● Bulletin Board 

6. Conclusion 
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 Man is a social animal and to maintain relations between the people and the 

communities and their social customs, welfare, reforms, social methodology is 

widely used in experimentation.Group of subjects concerned with social sciences 

are through models, charts and various modern techniques. 
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