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Meaning of Text-Book _ :
A {ext—hoo.k 15 u prescribed book for the student of a particular age
aroup. It covers items as given .in.the syllabus. Such a book forms the
basis of teaching learning in the class. Later on the students can revise
their syllabus by studying that book whenever they fecl like doing so.
Text-books are standard works or manuals of instruction in a
subject of study. They are the never failing friends of the students as
well as of the teachers. A text-book has been defined as a instrument
of instruction that facilitates teaching learning process. Itis written on

the basis of a prescribed'syllubus in which th'c n.m._ior ideals of the
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subject used as a basis of instruction.” The Shorter Oxfored E"glish
Dictionary says, “A book used as a standard work for the study of ,
* particular subject, a manual of instructions in a subject of study »
According to the Encyclopaedia America. “In the strict sepge
of the term, a text-book is a book that presents a body of knOWledge in
an organi$ed, and usually simplified manner for purposes of learning,
- Text book is frequently the most important teaching tool because jt
can determine no only what will be taught put also how it will pe
taught. Although television and other new medi.a are Tival]ing printed
materials of communication, text books remain major resources in
schools and colleges.” '

Education Commission Report (1964-66) puts forth the view,
“A good text-book written by a qualified and competent specialist in
the subject, and produced with due regard to qqality of printing, able
illustrations and general get up, stimulates the pupils' interest and helps
the teacher considerably in his work. The provision of quality text-
books, and other teaching and learning materials can thus be an affective
programme, for raising standards.” '

Among various instructional aids such as text-books,
supplementary books, reference books, maps, charts, film strips, films,
Misra says, “The text-book is presumably the most important because
it is used in formal as well as in informal situations of instruction and
also in situations of self study. This is the cheapest of all the aids
enumerated above and this is the.only'aid available to a large majority
of the pupils and also the teachers.”

According to the writer's Handbook for the development of
education materials; “Text-book is the term for a book used in a coursé
as the base around which the course is built.” )}

L.J. Lewis says that text-book)is a tool both for the pupils and

“the teacher. :

According to Mukerjee, “Text-book may be looked upon as the
symbol of National Culture. They are not national symbols in the sam®
sense qs Ashoka Chakra, but they are perhaps more revealing of national
ideas, ideals and values than the figures on our coins and flags.”

The term text-book is broader than the term school book- To

Hall-Quest it is “a record of racial thinking organised for instruction?
purpose.” ' : - o it T, e
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Abqut the text-book Dictionary of Education says, “It is any
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ystematically arranged, intended for use at a specified level o;'
pstruction, and used as a principal source of study material for a given
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characteristics of Text-Books

Analysis of the definitions of a text-book give us a few
characteristics which are given below: = ‘

(1) Itis a standard book in the subject.

(2) It is meant both for the teachers and the students.

(3) It is a manual of instruction.

(4) It is both content and technique. |
(5) It is used for formal as well as informal education.

(6) It is the foundation on which the coutse is built up:
(7) It is a tool for realising the intructional objectives of the

subject.
(8) It contains selecte
(9) It presents material in
(10) It is a principal source of study
(11) It is a learning instrument used
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According to the Encyclopacdia of Education; “Text-books hav,
been associated with schools for as long as schools have bee

known......

are taught. In a very real sense, the text book 1s th

(58

9.

10.
Il

-----

Undoubtedly text-book is the core around v\{hich Subjecys
e curriculum,
They determine not only the subject matter to be taygp,

but also the methods of teaching. .
They are the only tools in the hands of teaches in Indiap

situations with which they are able to run their teaching
programime smoothly.

They are good learning instruments for the students asthey
can revise their lessons whenever they want to do so. -
They are the chief vehicles for attaining the goals of

curriculum. : . :
They indicate clearly what the teacher is required to knoy

and what the pupils are supposed to learn.

They always focus the attention of the teacher as well as
the learners. Thus chances of deviations are reduced to the
minimum. . o o A e R e
Text-Books give concrete form to the curriculum. Scope
of any topic can be better known with the help of text-
books. b TrE s T
Text-Books usually have graded material which is arranged
accordinfg to the needs and requirements of the learners.
They help the teacher in right planning of the yearly work.
They lead to economy in effort and save much time and

‘emerge. Thus the teacher need not dictate notes in details.

Text-Books encourage the students for self-education.
They give uniformity to teaching in different classroom
situations where text-books are used.

Thus the use of text-books, undoubtedly, have good many
advantages. A few draw backs are also there which are explained here

5 belovp
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| \’\',/ y . (Good Text-Books

A text-book is called good one if it contains some specific ang

general qualities. General qualities are found in all type of similar

books. The specific qualities refer to SOME books Wthh' are Written
with specific purpose. Usually in a books, the general qua!ltles lnc!l{de
binding, get up,, printing, quality of paper etc. The specific qualities
are seen differently in different in different type of b_ooks. Thus the
language text-books, Science text-books, Matherqatlcs text books.
History text book etc. Will differ from one another in many respects.

Only merits of the book will win applause for it.

The general qualities are seen externally in a book whereas

internal qualities are specific and they are known if we make efforts to
find them out. - :

Physical aspect of the text book can be seen externally. We
may see to it under the following heads: (1) Physical aspect and (2)

Academic aspect of the text-book.
(1) Physical Aspect of Text-Book

I. Size of the Book S
(i) Itis suitable for the learners.
(i1) It is convenient in handling and carrying.
(iii) Itis neither too big nor too small for the students for whom
it is meant.
II. Printing of the Books .
(1) The printing is neat and clean.
(i1) Itis free from any type of errors.
(i) The inking in the printing is balanced throughout.
. (1v) The blocks are clearly printed in the book.
(v? There are sufficient margins on all sides of the page-
(vi) The spacing between the words is even.

(vii) The spacing between the different lines contained on a pAgS
is suitable. :



6 2Y SOCIAL SCIENCE SOCIAL SCIENCE TEXT BOOK UNIT 7
C.KARTHIKEYAN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

P o
-

(-Books of Social Sci
fex ence 493

(V“')S;il;?ast%t;.lng between the different paragraphs is
(l,x) Design of the pages is open rather than crowded.
?')) E:ﬁht?a? ter begins on a fresh page.
X1) . g of a line is pag i

@1 Type Size of TextBang e apanal ihe Sl
(1) zgfigi)::;:ze size arf: used for the cover page, title, text
(") The type si1ze used in the book is suitable for the age group.
('!") A balance in th-e use of different type size is maintained.
(iv) It does.not strain the eys sight of the pupils.

v. Paper Used in Text-Books
(i) Paper used in the book is of white colour.
(ii) It is adequately thick. ,
(iii) It is smooth. - _ | _
(iv) Itis durable. | e i
(v) Itis reasonable of good quality. .

v. Binding of Text-Books SRENEF: (SRS : :
(i) The binding of the book is sufficiently strong.
(ii) It opens flat easily. . i3
(iii) The sides of the book are properly trimmed.
(iv) The folding of the paper is proper. :
(v) The cover page of the book is durable.

VI. Price of Text-Books
(i) The price of the boo

majority of the parents.

VII. Over all get up of Text-Books

(i) The get up of the book is fine.

(ii) Its title page is attractive.. :
(iii) The material 1s presented according t
norims. '
Academic Aspects of the Book i
i ¢ fo
A From academic point of view, a good t(:,xt—bock has the
Characteristics.
. Thematic Content ©
1. The subject!
learners.

k is reasonable. It suits the pockets of

o some accepted

llowing

f Book
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atter 1s 2 e mental level of the
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It is capable of sustaining interest of the student.

It is related to the physical and social environment of the
learners. '
There is a variety of themes.

The facts given are correct and up-to-date.

It provides new information to the learners.

It is free from such incidents and leferences as mdy hurt ;
the feelings of the children.

It inculcates the qualities of good citizenship.
It contains enough humorous material.

II. Organisation of the Contents and its Presentation -

DA WN -

6.

7.

The subject matter is divided into convenient umts
Length of each lesson suits the learners.

The reading material is graded in order of dlfﬁculty

The presentation suits. the nature of the conterits.

The different themeq are presented through variety of forms
such ass essays, stories, poems, dialogues and plays.

The style of presentation is simple and clear:

The title of each lesson is brief. Meaningful and c.undble ;

III. Textual Language

50

3:

The textual Ianouace is accordmo to the mental ]evel ofthe.
learners.

The Ianouaoe used is correct. 72
It is appropriate to the situation or context.. :

IV. Illutrations (Vlsual Aids) Used in Text-Book '

V. T

BN

s wp

cxtual Exercises in Book

) A E\'c_ly

Abstract concepts of the book are clarified with the he‘P Of
pictures and diagrams. It makes edsy to comprehend
The pictures used in the book are dr
They are realistic..

They are. relevant to the text.
They motivation the le‘unelq
They are ¢ properly distributed thr

awn well.

oughout th'efbook..

lesson is followed by e \LlCi\Ls
Instnugtlons to do the exerc

There is a var icty of exerc
They. help the teachers in dj

cises are clear,

lsc,s are on eac.h |L§§0n :
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5. The e i
Xercises for
for each lesson are purposeful and adequate.’

6. They |
elp the ¢
eacher
students” \\“;g 1er to evaluate the achievements of the

, QI‘ext-Book of Social Science : :
The text book of social studies concerns the social aspect of lif
in its wider sense of the word. In academic as well as physical aSPeC'S’
the books should possess the qualities discussed in the preceding'Pa?e‘
of this chapter. Besides, it should possess a few more qualities whic
are explained there below. _

[
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i1) As far: s
e cip)ectcdftl:)ds;::)"l\:?:ll]n:\#gr\orSOCiﬂl studies book is concerned,
sughiy. The subje environment of the learners very
thorO¥'S y. The subject matter has to be up-to-the-mark and up-t
Jate in cVEry way. arm ¥ p-to-
2 ne :
Childre(l:)\fl':gfg t“i‘:y“;?;"ihl:l:.rpose of social stud'ics is to reveal to .thc
- all these thiris | ime, space and socu?ty-contents dealing
W :y gs have to be there in the book in a very systematic
wdy -
. (3) Usually the subject of Social studies is taken up as dull and
poring. The text-book for this subject has to be really a good one which
should arouse interest in the learners.

(4)‘ Thp text book writer of this subjects is expected to be fully
qware of things all around the learners. He should be busy in
modifications and revision of the book every now and then in this age
vhen we are seeing a large number of changes almost in everything.

(5) The book should be free from any type of bias. It should not
contain undesirable element.

(6) Facts supported by evidences <hould be given in the book.
Truths and facts should not be concealed by any type of efforts.

(7) The style. of the book should be such that it stimulates a
spirit of further enquiry in the learners. They become fully well

awakened students ever ready to add to their knowledge.

@yp_es of Books \‘)/\ .
Ther f books which are given

below : :
1. Students’ Text-Books;

2. Teachers' Text-Books,

3. Work Books,
4. Supplementary

1. Students' Text-Book

Students’ Text-Book is
everyone concerned with the sphe
of it. Text-books of this type are uscd |
They form the foundations mainly on which .s:t'un )
their knowledge. In school stages, text-book 1§ c.:cillx.s(; e
all and end all of life for the students. Thcy are calle

e are four different categories O

Readers. !

a well known type of text-book. Almost
re of teaching learning is well aware
d by the students community.
d almostthe whole of
dered to be-the be
sive readers
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‘ do intensive study of thege b
i 1ages. The students ; 00
in the case of languag g acquaint the students wliis.

. iecti “such re i .
The main objective of aders is to acquaint the Studen:
S

. . 3 P l] <
books. The main objective of suc
X e P .« generally called the co ;
with proper linguistic matel ial. It 1s g€ Y Ul‘seh_b()ok-

of the students. The course book neced be taughlt to the tsthdent:s in Such
a way that they come oul with all rounc'l de}/e oprrll(e.n 6) perSOﬂality_
Sometimes the teachers use the students's te;ft-bop In such a way thay
the students known only that much what is given in the I?ook, The tey,
book should not be used as the be-all and end- all (?f life. It neeg be
used as an aid for teaching-learning. It helps to revise and reinforg,
the material taught to the students. ' ; '

- Importance of text-book varies from subjects to subject. In som
subjects, studies are not possible without the text-book. For example,
study of a language is not possible without the text-book. In subject
like History, Geography, Social Studies - the students may do withoyt
books for some time though at some later stage they may the fee] the
necessity of the book. In Mathematics, the students may do without

the text-book.
Place of Text-Book in School Curriculum kG
A text-book is the central string round with the whole teaching-
learning process is woven. It also. fixes up the target for the teacher
and the taught. It is useful in the following ways : hte =i
1. The text-book iSAas guide for the teacher. He is able to
p‘roceed along with the sequence indicated in the book.
2. The book prescribed for the class is a memory aid for the
pupils. - SEbs A
3. Itis ' : s :
oy Sez: \I/):s”:]ha;;m record ?r measure of what has been learnt
' , urpose of a uniting factor in languag®
learnmg of a wide areg. $ , in-the : g :

5. . Itisameans of : ' :
exlendm 1 DA K the 1
local scene and the | g linguistic experience beyond

'Ilfhls an exercisg ground for reading
e examples given in the book g :
The learners are :

O 00
~
-
@
o
>
~t
o
o
o
&
(g]
-
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2. Teachers' Text-Book

2 1 & N . -
Along with the students text-books some books are available

which are meant for the teachers. Books of that category are called
w‘ld]u § lext-books. They provide a sort of guideline to the teachers
for using the student's text-books. In a better way. Solutions to
some problems which the teachers are likely to face are given in
them. A few hints, guidelines, meanings of some specific words,
answers 1o some typical type of questions etc., are given in that
pook. Naturally the teacher will then be able to teach better without
facing any sort of problem. There has been shortage ot such books,
but now they are being made aviilable alono with the students’
text-books.

TedCh,er text-books are not popular as yet. In some subjects,
eachers, text- boo}w have not been prepared even. The controllm‘Y
authorities should get ‘such books written along with the students' text-
books. That will help in the'i improvement of teachmc being conducted
by the teachers.

. Work Bobks/" ‘ i :

These. are practlcal type of books: WhICh help the learners to
have a lot of practice in some selected ltemq 'of learning. In books of
this type, there are a large number of exercises. A'few exercises may
be reading exexcn.ses learnmcr exercnses wntm0 exércises, testing
exercises etc.- ‘ ,

Teaching of languages prov:de more scope for work books. In
languages, different language items may be practised by the students
in different situations. In one chapter, vocabulary items may be the
xercises of prdctlcal nature may centre round

main teaching point.. Ali-e
asis may be on the structures.

vocabulary. In the next chapter, emph
Mukltiple type of learning exercises are provided there.
Work books are combination of book matérial and the note

book. The students read the questions and they write the answers on

the blank space provided in front of the question or in the next line
reises like full in the blank, correction of

¢ he voice etc., are given in
‘entenges, changes the narration, change t

> he space
Such a way that the’ students attempt the B L St o:clompllc:ted
Provided in the book |ts«.,|l Naturally a work book o.n(, i

'Ollowmo the question. Exe
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by a student cannot be used again. Of course, for revision purpg, &
for just consultation, the students may use it when he she feg|g like
doing so. ' ) '

But there is dearth of books of this type. Tl}crg 1s a lot of scope
in this area of producing books. Actually thc? c.hlutmg Standards o
languages teaching can be improved by providing the learners y;,,
more and more work books. Work books can also be produCed n
subjects other than languages. It is high time that the writers tend ¢,
produce books of this type.

4. Supplementary Readers

Supplementary reader is a variety of books used to supplemen;
the material learnt in the text-book. Student text-book provides basic
knowledge to the students. They study their text-book provides basic
knowledge to the students. They study their text-book very intensively.
The supplementary reader helps them to have a better grasp over the
subject matter. The supplementary readers have their immense value
in the case of languages. In the supplementary reader, the vocabulary
and the structures are almost the same as are in the text-books. They
-are certainly according to the mental level of the students. The situations
are different and the story element also is new one. When the learner
goes over them rapidly, his interest in the language is aroused. The
langl.fage items like vocabulary and structures do not create any problem
for him. Rathc?r he is able to have a revision of the language item.

According to Menon and Patel: “Supplementary Reader should
forderalod sty in B et e 5 S1TPIo a5 that Of the book e
vocabulary and Z,tructures )(;f S‘Wer S sl AT Witter, Y IV el
reading, the learner is his own " : "lle)(t ower CIass.”'In‘ sqpplementafy
teacher than is needed in gim . He jieects; Bos guitlauce feof) .

: ntensive reading. Further aboul
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(b)
()

(d)

(c)

~

inciple of selection and gradatiey,

w the pr
way keeping in vie problcmS

so that learners don't face
ations is the suppleme
The story clement and the situ ati PP ntary

readers have to be dif flcnr bn(lhc,slc))::;lilgl:iut;\east/ 'tu‘ésltgz::](;m
should be there to simpli '¥‘I Detures should B& saldi rs
are likely to come across. 1ep d rful
for the lower classes and for the senior students, they Mmay
black and white. :
’l;i;nsupph,mentmy readers are me.ant- for rapid reading,
So they should contain good stories, incidents, or dialogues
which might captivate the attention of the learners.
A good supplementary reader always inspires and-
encourages the learners to read more and more. It should,
therefore, serve the purpose of a means and not an end in
itself.
At the end of each chapter, there may “be clementary
exercises which should judge the overall grasp of the-
learners. These exercises should pnot be detailed ones
because that will make the book an intensive reader.
From technical considerations point view, the book should
be attractive in appearance, get up etc. In this connection,
the following points are important : ' :
The paper used in the book should be of good quality.
The printing should be free from any error.
The size of the print should be neither to big nor too small.
The binding of the book should be strong. : :
The size of the book should be neither too big nor too small.
It should be in accordance with the age group of the learners
for whom it is meant. > ,



